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Abstract  

This study is concerned with the Islamic Jurisprudence that pertains to recurrent 

developments in Chinguetti; it is، in terms of geographical consideration، limited to 

Chinguetti.; and  in terms of period limited to 31
th

 and 31
th

 centuries of Islamic Calendar. The 

problem set forth by the researcher revolves around how the Jurists in Chinguetti tackle the 

daily and recurrent developments they are faced with in their desert and Bedouin 

environment. To achieve this، the researcher، therefore، uses several methods or approaches: 

descriptive and historiographical in order to investigate the characteristics underlying 

intellectual as well as social life in Chinguetti. In addition، he also uses the descriptive 

method to examine the theoretical framework related to recurrent developments and Fatwas 

(an official Islamic legal verdict). Furthermore، the researcher، even though espouses 

historiographical approach،  uses deductive as well as analytical approach to scrutinize the 

fatwas which have been chosen as samples by pointing out the differences in content if there 

is any. Hence، the thesis is divided into two chapters: the first one is an attempt to explore the 

approach that the Jurists in Chinguetti used during 31
th

 and 31
th

 to confront the then recurrent 

developments; the second one is an exposition of practical examples of how the Jurists in 

Chinguetti dealt with such recurrent happenings while taking into account the principles and 

objectives of legislating on the one hand، and the rules of Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) on the 

other. The study concludes that: 3- the desert and Bedouin nature of Chinguetti had so many 

distinctive characteristics that forced the Jurists، there، to find conclusive and convincing 

answers to issues and happenings they were faced with; that: 2- the most issues and 

happenings that elicited intellectual dispute and controversy are owing to the Bedouin as well 

as nature of Chinguetti; that: 1- the Jurists of Chinguetti obviously sought، in the process of 

making legal verdicts، easiness and lenience; that: 1- Muftis of Chinguetti considered means 

as ends in view of the fact of the result to which obligatory provisions may lead. Finally، the 

researcher makes the recommendation that such studies must be given more consideration and 

attention. Moreover، he makes it incumbent and duty-bound upon students، towards their 

scholars، to serve them، first by disseminating their scholarship and by displaying their 

methods in dealing with recurrent happenings and developments. Researchers in general and 

Mauritanians in particular should be concerned with the heritage dealing with recurrent 

developments in Chinguetti since such heritage is affluent and full of insight well-known to a 

learned person; and Allah knows better. 
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