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The effect of a proposed training program on developing professional
competence for a representative sample of English language teachers
in Makkah city via online training.

By
Abdulrahman Mohammad Sa‘'ad Gadah

ABSTRACT

The present study aimed at identifying the effect of a training program via distance training
on developing professional competence for English language teachers in Makkah. Both the
descriptive and the quasi-experimental methods were used in the study. The community of
the study consisted of 620 English language teachers in Makkah, and a sample of the study
community was chosen randomly and divided into 5 divisions according to the administrative
division of the General Directorate of Education in Makkah region (five education offices:
East, West, North, South and Center of Makkah). Five English teachers were selected from
each office, and a distance training program was prepared and used by a virtual classroom at
the following website: (www.wizig.com).

Three tools were prepared--two evaluation tests of the general and special professional
competencies and a questionnaire for the teachers--and were used in the study after ensuring
their validity and reliability. The results indicated that the distance training program was
effective in developing the professional competence of the English language teachers in
Makkah. So, it was recommended that distance training programs be used in English language
teachers' training, and that difficulties that may be inherent to their implementation should be

overcome.

Key words: distance training program — professional competence
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Pre and post assessment of the trainee in the
training program for the professional competencies
for teachers of English - Part I

Teaching Skills & Language Skills

1. The eclectic method of foreign language teaching necessitates that the teachers

© apply the easiest from the various methods

© choose the best from the various methods

© apply one method in each class period

© apply at least two methods in each class period

2. For students leaming to read in a new language some previous
ability is necessary.

© written language

© simple language

© oral language

© real language

3, Teaching productive skills means teaching

© speaking and listening
O listening and reading
© speaking and reading
O writing and speaking

4, The technique of is an activity where a student needs information from
others to complete a particular task.

Y



© filling in a blank
© information gap
© critical reading

© matching

5. The primary objective in teaching speaking is the development of ability,
© oral communication

© phonological

© pronunciation

© good English
6, Grammar teaching is the explicit teaching of language

© forms

© words

© function

© meaning
7. Reading in a second language normally requires processes similar to reading ina

language.

© first

© second

© third

© foreign
8. In preparing a test for intensive reading we should note that texts
should be used,

© short, simple

© short, complex

© long, detailed

© long, complex
9. A crossword puzzie helps students develop knowledge.

© reading

A



© orthography

O lexical

© writing

10. Teaching words in isolation is not recommended because

& some words have different meanings

© context helps to clarify the meanings of the word

© the function of the word in a sentence helps to determine its meaning
© all the above

11. Techniques for guessing meanings of the words from context include :

O Activating background knovdedge.

© Obtaining clues from structure and surrounding words.
O Understanding pronunciation and punctuation.

© All the above.

12. Using technology in teaching helps teachers

O present demonstrations

0 ephance course content

© provide additional illustrations
@ allthe above

13. Using muitimedia software helps students to increase their leaming
ability.

© disabled

O shy

© weak

© allthe above

14. In effective language teaching, computers are best used as

O substitutes for teachers
) aids to teachers

' means of entertainment

Y\Y



O substitutes for textbooks

15. In preparing material for language lab practice, itis best o

© read from the textbook directly
© use transcripts for the purpose
© dictate to the recording person

© memonze the material first

16. A good language teacher uses magazine pictures to

O teach language skills and elements
© decorate the classroom
© make teaching more enjoyable

© teach good pronunciation.
17. Flash cards are more commonly used to teach

O listening
© vocabuary items
© writing exercises

© reading aloud

18. We can use both flannel boards and magnetic boards to display pictures and cards.
However,

© flannel boards are more effective
© magnetic boards are easier to use
© they are similar

© chalkboards are better than both

19. Compaosite pictures may be effectively used in the teaching of

© speaking and writing

© reading comprehension only
© grammatical structures mainly
O young learners only
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Abbreviated Curriculim Vitae

Name: Abdul Aziz Malik Diop
Home address: 1236 Glenwood Blvd
Schenectady, NY 12303
1I54
Citizenship American
Nobile Number in Saudia: 056 326 6328
Email azizml ikEOR vahoo. com
Education: 19%% PhD, Linguistics (Dissertation defended, June 1993)
University of [llinois at Urbana-Champaign
1988 M. A. TEFL/ESL
Ball State University
1886 M. A. Linguistics
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Professional History: Fall 2012-present: Professor lmm 2] Qura University

English Language Center
Fall 2004-2012 Chairperson,

Department of Englisfi and Department of Foreign Languages
Delaware State University

1998-2000: Associate Professor. Delaware State
University Department of English

1998-2001: Special Assistant to the Dean. College of
Arts and Sciences, Delaware State University

1994-1998: Assistant Professor. Delaware State
University
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International Education Activities

1999: Finalized Partnership Protocol between Delaware
State University and 1’ Universite Cheikh Anta Diop of
Dakar, Senegal

1999: Traveled to lay foundations for Exchange
Programs betweon Delaware State University and the
Universities of: Caen, France: Cocody, Ivory
Coast

2006: Traveled to Mauritania to start an MOU between
Delaware State University and 1" Universite de Novakchott

Summer 2007 & Summer 2008: As Co-Pl of a Grant for a
Language [mersion Program, took DSU students to China.
Senegal and Mauritania

Spring2007- Traveled to Beijing, China to help finalize
Study Abwoad Arrangements for DSU students to going to
the Beijing Language and Culture lniversity

2011: Helped s1gn an NOU between Delaware State
University and 1" Ecole Nationale pour la Formation et la
Yulgarisation Agricole of Kaedi, Mauritania

mm_ﬁ:}‘_m Mauritania and Senegal (2006-2010): China (2007-2008)
abroad purposes (with Delaware Namibia (2011): France and Spain (2010},

State University students)

Recent Acadenic Awards/
Recognition:

Costa Rica {2008); Dominican Republic (2010)

2007-2008 Selected by the Delaware Secretary of
Education to be a member of the Delaware Rorld Languages
Task Force

20072008 Selected to be a member of the
Governor of Delaware’ s Task Force on Speech Pathology

March 2008: Selected as Member of the three person

2
-
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Delaware Delegation chosen from UD and ISU to represent
the State of Delaware during the Humsnities Advocacy [Day
activities at the US Congress

April 2008 Session Chair at the Conference on College
Composition and Communication ( “Research on Writing
Assessment” b in New Orleans, LA

June 2008: Reciprent of a Fellowship of the American
Association of State Of State Colleges and Iniversities
(AASCL) for a three-week Japan Studies

Institute at San Diego State University, San Diego, CA

October 2008: Selected as 1S Department of Education
Language Evaluator for Applicants of the Hays-Fulbright
Scholarship

January 2009: Requested by Osford University Press to
Contritute and contributed to the research for online
materials to help lecturers deliver their linguistics and
language courses

Spring 2009: 15-vear Service Award DSU

2010: Service Excellence Award, Delaware State
University Department of English and Foreien Languages

2011: Service Excellence Award, Delaware State
University Department of English and Foreign Languages

2011: Selected as member of the Delaware Governor' s
Task Force on Speech Pathology

2005-Present

Co-PI for a G-year $400, 000 federally-funded Grant for
the teaching of Fulani and Arabic

Co-Pl for a d-vear approx. $900, 000 Federal Govt.-funded
Grant for a Language Imersion Program in Fulani, Arabic
and Chinese

Co-PI for a dvear agprox. 3200, (00 Federally-
funded-Grant for a Fulant [mmersion Program

Tyia



Three decades and six continents later: understanding
local thinking ®1thin the context of & global world

Most Recent Talks/Presentations/Conferences:

November 2006: International Academy of Linguistics and
Behavioral Sciences (2 papers)

Syllable Structure, Prosodic Templates and the Algorithm
of Language Lames

March 2007: Chicago Linmuistic Society Annual
Conference University of Chicago

April 2007: National Convention of Teachers of English
(Conference on College Composition and Communication)
Manhattan, NY

March 2008 MNational Black Writers’ Conference at Medgar
Evars College Brooklyn, NY

April 2008 Session Chair at the Conference on College
Composition and  Communication { “Research on Friting
Assessment” ) an New Orleans, LA

May 2008: Center for Afric Studies, Hussian Acad of
Sciences Should Malcom X take another pilgrimage, [ will
be his tour Guide this time around Essay

April 2009:

Phonotactic and Syntactic Rules for Arabic Handwritten
Text Recoghition Presentation co-authored with faculty
From the Department of Computer and Information Sciences

June 2010: Tales of Gnostic Nightmares & Cognitive
Dissonance: another perspective on Mother Tongue
Education University of Jyvaskyla. Finland Conference
titled,

“Nho Needs Language? Micro and Macro Perspectives into

Language Education Policies”

June 2011: Asian Conference on Humanities, Osaka,

Japan. Paper tnle. Renam!gg Zero; toward understanding the

dlsxomnoe in Mauritanian m' schools" (Postp-xwd due to

4



Contributions to other colleges

Tsunami disaster)

(Foreign) Language Teaching, Composition/Rhetoric,
Linguistics and Cognitive Science (Phonology and Language
Planning} Social Criticisa

College of Education: tawght a course on Theories of
Language Development (The Psyclological and Cognitive

Foundations of Language)

1 o ics, Technolo t
Sciences: gave lecture series on Neuro-Linguistics
(The Biological Foundations of Language)

Mewbership to Special Interest Groups

Special Interest Group (SIG) on Language, Linguistics and ¥riting

(Conference on College Composition and Communication)

LIC Arabic Special Interest Group of the ACTFL {American Council for the Teaching of Foreim

Languages)
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v.@m "Developing professional competence for English
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