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Executive Summary

The current study aimed at achieving the following adjectives:

1. To explore the Jordanian’s attitudes towards women’s work outside the
home and whether they accept their close female relatives working
outisde the home.

2. To explore the degree of acceptance of putting children in nurseries and
whether it 1s acceptable for women to continue working outside the
home after having children.

3. To find out the preferred sector for women’s work (public vs. private)
and the most suitable occupational spheres for women.

4. To explore the reasons and conditions that lead women to work outside
the home.

5. To explore the conditions under which women’s work outside the home
1s opposed and the conditions under which it’s accepted.

6. To explore the positive and negative implications for women’s work
outside the home.

7. To explore the appropriate gender role for women.

8. To identify the variables or the factors that determine the attitudes of
Jordanians towards women’s work outside the home.

9. To put forward recommendations based on the results of the study on
how to further increase female participation in the labor market.

In order to achieve the above objectives, a national survey using a random
cluster sample was carried out on a sample of (1148) respondents
distributed proportionately at the eight governorate of the kingdom. The
final sample had (51%) Males and (49%) females.

The major findings of the survey are summarized below:

1. The results indicate a positive trend towards women’s work outside the
home. More than three fourths of the sample (76.92%) accept
women’s work outside the home more specifically, (52.5%) accept
their own wives to work outside, (63.8%) of males accept their
daughters while (62.2%) accept their sisters to work outside the
home. As for females respondents, (80%) of them accept their
daughters and (86%) accept their sisters to work outside the home.

2. About (68%) of the respondents think it’s more appropriate for educated
women to work outside the home whereas (21.9%) sees no difference
between educated and uneducated women regarding this issue.
Additionally, (39.5%) think it’s appropriate for single women to work
outside the home while (38.9%) finds no difference between married
and single women working outside the home.

© Copyright, . gsid ouse JUNFDA 8



W

. The results indicate that (82.92%) accepts that women have their own
private business. Meanwhile, (52.96%) accepts that women continue
to work after having children, (48.69%) accepts that children can be
put in daycare centers while women are working.

~

. In regards to the appropriate sector for women’s work, (61.5%) think
the public sector is more acceptable whereas it does not make a
difference for (31.79%) of the respondents. The rest prefer the
private sector.

W

. Concerning the preferred occupation for women, it was found that
traditional occupations received highest percentages: Teaching
(88.9%), trico and sewing (69.4%), and nursing (50%). As for the
non-traditional occupations, the professionals received the highest
(42.1%) followed by banks and private companies (28.3%), tourism
(18.6%), and factories (13.7%).

6. The most important reasons that lead women to work outside the home
are found to be : to increase the family income (86.2%), to gain
financial independence (55.7%), to increase self confidence (48.9%),
and to get better social status (42.2%).

7. As for reasons that would make respondents oppose female’s working
outside the home, it was found that the most important reason was if
there is nobody to care for the children (69.1%), lengthy working
hours (60.4%), the income not satisfactory (53.5%) and sex mixed
work situations (44.3%).

8. The results also reveal that (84.06%) of respondents think that there are
positive implications for women working outside the home whereas
(72.7%) thought that there are negative implications for women
working outside the home. The most cited positive outcome 1is
increasing family income (83.52%) when the most negative outcome
was that women will neglect daily household duties (78.92%).

O

. As for the appropriate role for women, the result reveal that (51.22%)
think that women’s role 1s to be a mother, wife, and working person
at the same time while the rest think that the appropriate role for
women is at home as mothers and wives only. The results also reveal
that (74.22%) think it 1s acceptable for men to help in the household
duties.
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10. The results indicate that gender, family income, education and age are
the most important factors in influencing attitudes of the
respondents.

11. The study advanced some recommendations to increase female labor
force participation. Among these were to launch awareness
campaigns regarding gender roles in order to help people adapt to
the changing gender roles, to set up supportive services for families
and women (day care centers and nurseries) and embark on training
programs to incorporate women in variety of occupations.
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